
Senior Career 
Unit

Class of 2021



Make the best of this year! 
Graduation is the culmination of your high 

school journey.

The class of 2021 will be like none other. All you have endured 
and adjusted to, will be powerful and meaningful.



Overview:
Senior year at a glance
❏ Finding YOUR path
❏ Graduation Requirements
❏ College Admissions

❏
❏
❏
❏

❏ Trade Schools & Apprenticeships
❏ Armed Forces
❏ Financial Aid

❏
❏
❏

❏ College and Career Exploration

Note: Anything underlined in RED is a 
hyperlink you can click

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1esD777d8Z_pwR6bH6vZ_arZpJesaCqng/view?usp=sharing


Counselors

Denise DeRosa, Director of Guidance 
dderosa@eduhsd.k12.ca.us

(Counselor for Last Names A-H)   

Kim Secor 
ksecor@eduhsd.k12.ca.us

(Counselor for Last Names I-Sa and ISP)

Mike Ziegler 
mziegler@eduhsd.k12.ca.us

(Counselor for Last Names Sc-Z, AVID, and EL Students)



College & Career 
Center 

Who we are

Services provided

How to get in 
contact with Ms. 

Dewater

Virtual College Fairs



Begin with the end in mind
Career Interests

Required Training/Major

Where to get that education

Type of Lifestyle you 
would like to have

There’s not one 
perfect path, but 
thinking about 
where you want to 
end up is 
important in 
deciding what 
steps to take next.



Multiple Ways to 
Gain Post-

Secondary Skills

APPRENTICESHIP

**MILITARY - Enter into Military Career (enlist), or serve while in College (ROTC).

4 years

Community College



Union Mine High School:
240 Credits required to graduate
Course Requirements Credits
Social Studies 30
English 30
Math (through Algebra 1) 20
Science (Physical and Life) 20
Foreign Language/VAPA/CTE 10
Electives 100
Physical Education 20
Health Education 5
Technology 5

Class of 2021



A-G, What Does it Mean?

This is the difference 
between what it takes 
to graduate from high 
school, 

and 

what it takes to go 
straight to a four year 
college. 



Transcript review
Different GPAs

Class Rank determined by 
Total Weighted GPA
Credit Summary Box

240 Credits to graduate

Your transcript is a legal 
document and it is important to 

do well all year!



College Admissions
The Admissions Process has Several Components

➔ Grades
A-G Requirements
Good Grades – C or better
Level of coursework

➔ SAT/ACT scores * Due to COVID-19 some colleges/universities are test optional 
meaning you choose whether or not to submit SAT/ACT scores. Review every college(s) 
admissions requirements for specifics. 

➔ Extra-Curricular Activities
Community Service, Sports, Theater, Band, Clubs, Leadership, 
Internships, Work Experience,  Youth Group, etc. 



Application Timelines
COLLEGE TYPE DEADLINES APPLICATIONS

Community College Spring 2021 Online Application

Career Colleges Spring 2021 Request

Military Junior/Senior Year Contact Recruiter

CSU Oct. 1 - Dec. 4th Online Application

UC Nov. 1 - Nov. 30th Online Application

Private Colleges Check with college Online (Check if on Common App)

Out of State Colleges Check with college Online (Check if on Common App)

*Be sure to use a NON-UMHS email when applying*



Don’t miss out!
Check out these 

opportunities to learn 
specific information 

about different colleges.

All registrations are 
online! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iQGtIYySqS7EraRGk9wfIDriy4YwAvQw/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iQGtIYySqS7EraRGk9wfIDriy4YwAvQw/view


College Representative Visits

Snapshot of what you’ll see if 

you click this link

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GnYRljvEnp_G4_PLUWf3-hABTCHPIANT7vGIW0viNMM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GnYRljvEnp_G4_PLUWf3-hABTCHPIANT7vGIW0viNMM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GnYRljvEnp_G4_PLUWf3-hABTCHPIANT7vGIW0viNMM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GnYRljvEnp_G4_PLUWf3-hABTCHPIANT7vGIW0viNMM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GnYRljvEnp_G4_PLUWf3-hABTCHPIANT7vGIW0viNMM/edit?usp=sharing


Attention Athletes!
If you want to play in college, you will need to go through the respective 
athletic clearinghouse depending on what college you attend. 

*Seniors should already have this complete, if not talk to your counselor and 
get registered ASAP

Please be mindful of all requirements of the NCAA and/or NAIA Eligibility 
Center, such as:
● Core Course Requirements
● Transcripts and Test Scores

NCAA - www.ncaa.org 
To submit test scores - 9999

NAIA - www.playnaia.org 
To submit test scores - 9876

http://www.ncaa.org
http://www.playnaia.org


SAT Testing
Due to COVID-19 there are limitations to testing centers based on public safety guidelines. Be 
sure to check the collegeboard.org for all up-to-date information and changes. 

Register online at collegeboard.org 
Cost: $52
SAT with Essay: $68

SAT Test Dates
o November  7th    Register by October 7th 
o December  5th Register by November 5th

Tests must be taken by November or December 2020. * Make sure to check the 
college(s) deadline*
SAT Study Guides are available in the College and Career Center 

https://www.collegeboard.org/


ACT Testing
Due to COVID-19 there are limitations to testing centers based on public safety guidelines. Be 
sure to check the act.org for all up-to-date information and changes. 

Register online at act.org 
Costs: $46 
ACT test with writing: $59.50

ACT Test Dates
o October 10, 17, 24, and 25th   Register by September 25th 
o December 12th                 Register by November 6th

Tests must be taken by November or December 2020. * Make sure to check the 
college(s) deadline*
ACT Study Guides are available in the College and Career Center 

http://www.act.org/


“Test Optional” vs “Test Blind”

●

●

●

●

●



How are the UC’s and CSU’s Handling 
Standardized Testing in light of 

COVID-19?

*Reminder that CA Community Colleges never require a 
standardized test for admission



What Are the Systems of Higher Education?

●
●
●

https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/
https://www2.calstate.edu/
http://californiacommunitycolleges.cccco.edu/


Applying to the CSU
●

●
○
○
○
○

■
○

●

Sacramento State and Chico State are the two closest CSU’s to us

https://www2.calstate.edu/attend/campuses/campus-match/Pages/campus-match.aspx
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/Pages/first-time-freshman-guidance.aspx
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/Pages/default.aspx
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/Pages/first-time-freshman-faq.aspx#


Applying to the UC
●
●
●

●
○
○
○
○

■
○
○

●

UC Davis and UC Berkeley are the two closest UC’s to us

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/campuses-majors/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/filling-out-the-application.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-yx76EbPhMd8BkiLRvWl_xPUKOXbPfWM
https://apply.universityofcalifornia.edu/my-application/login
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/personal-insight-questions.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements/exam-requirement/


Private & Out of State Colleges
Application Deadlines:
Cost:

Application:
●
●
●

○

●

William Jessup University and University of the Pacific 
     are the closest Private Colleges to us.

https://www.commonapp.org/
http://umhs.eduhsd.k12.ca.us/documents/Letter%20of%20Rec%20UMHS.pdf


Key Vocabulary
* ED (Early Decision)

→  Binding:  if you are accepted you are obligated to attend
→  Usually a November deadline with decision in December
→  Students will either be accepted, denied or deferred for reconsideration later
 

* EA (Early Action)
→  Non-binding:  not obligated to attend the school if you get in
→  Can apply to multiple schools EA
→  Receive decisions earlier but do not need to accept until May 1

* Restricted EA (Early Action)
→  Restrictive or single choice EA limits your EA admissions plan to one school

* RD (Regular Decision) MOST COMMONLY USED BY STUDENTS
→  No pressure to get application in early, typically a Jan deadline for private schools 
with decisions March/April



Key Vocabulary
*CEEB Code

→ An identification number assigned to high schools
→ 050819 → Union Mine High School CEEB Code

* Common Application ID (CAID)
→ 8 digit number that colleges use to match your material with your common app

*FERPA
→ The Family Educational Rights and Privacy ACT is a federal law that protects your 
educational records
→  Students are given an option to waive their right to access their recommendations
→  Waiving your rights shows colleges that student is not “afraid” of what is written
→  Some colleges may disregard letters if not waived

*Rolling Admissions
→ Colleges will review applications as they receive them as opposed to waiting to 
review all applications at one time
→ Submit your application as soon as possible with rolling admissions



Applying to Community College
Search California Community Colleges (CCC)

Basic Facts:
●
●
●
●
● DO NOT
●

Local Community Colleges:
●
●
●
●
●

Folsom Lake College is the closest Community College to us

Community College Applications will open in 
the Winter/Spring 2021

https://www.cccco.edu/Students/Find-a-College
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/transfer-requirements/transfer-admission-guarantee-tag.html
http://www.calstate.edu/transfer/ADT_mentor_applicant_next_steps/


Trade Schools & Apprenticeships
What is a Trade School? What is an Apprenticeship?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

http://www.calapprenticeship.org/


Armed Forces

ASVAB Exam: October 19 & March 22
Sign up for the October test HERE

https://forms.gle/1r5eeZupoZQBn3mT9


Paying for College: FAFSA/CADAA
AKA Step 1

Financial Aid Night
Come and get help completing the FAFSA or CADAA 

October 22nd
5-8pm
UMHS

All college bound students including 
community college or trade school 
need to complete the FAFSA/CADAA

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
https://dream.csac.ca.gov


Financial Aid: College Scholarship 
Service Profile (CSS Profile)
In addition to the FAFSA, some private colleges & out of state colleges may need you to file the CSS Profile.

Deadlines Vary - CSS Profile may be filed beginning October 1st. Check with your colleges and watch 
deadlines. File online at www.collegeboard.org 

Examples of Private Colleges that Require the CSS Profile 
*Full list HERE 

USC
Cal Tech
Yale University
Cornell University
Duke University
Harvard College
Brown University
John Hopkins University
MIT

Texas Christian University
Oregon State University
Columbia University
Dartmouth College
Georgetown University
Harvey Mudd College
NYU
Pomona College
Stanford University

Baylor University
Boston College
Carnegie Mellon University
Rice University
Scripps College
Syracuse University
University of California: San 
Francisco
Santa Clara University

http://www.collegeboard.org
https://profile.collegeboard.org/profile/ppi/participatingInstitutions.aspx


Paying for College: Scholarships
Scholarship Searches
FastWeb.com Chegg.com/scholarships 
Goingmerry.com Scholarships.com 
Avoid Scams: You should never have to pay to apply 
for a scholarship and never give personal information 
like bank information or social security number

Local Scholarships
NEW Website coming soon! This site will 
house over $300,000 of local scholarship 
money and is the best place to start when it 
comes to scholarships. 

*More information will be out by 
Thanksgiving Break.

Get Ready to Apply
❏ Resume
❏ Letters of Recommendation
❏ Personal Essay
❏ Transcripts

*Have someone read over your essays and 
double check that you have all the required 
materials before submitting



Paying for College: College Scholarships

Some colleges will award scholarships automatically, based on your 
admission application

Other colleges may require you to submit supplemental materials and/or 
complete a specific scholarship application

Check each college website
➔ Search for Freshman Scholarships
➔ Or contact the Scholarship or Financial Aid Office once you have been 

accepted.



Do I Send a Transcript with My 
Application?
Self-Report Grades for UC and CSU:
● Students will send a final transcript (at the end of senior year)
● You will report grades earned, and classes currently enrolled in or planning to 

take next semester (“In progress” or “Planned”)

Private Colleges
● Most require transcripts at the time of application 
● Your counselor will send a transcript through Common App

Check with each college to see their requirements



Tips for Writing Your College Essay(s)
1. Answer the question being asked in the prompt

2. Tell the reader something new, not something already covered in your list of 

extracurricular activities

3. Be you - use your voice

4. Edit and proofread your essay carefully

* UC, Common App and Coalition Essay prompt tips available to be picked up in the 
CCC or sent by email, contact hdewater@eduhsd.k12.ca.us 

mailto:hdewater@eduhsd.k12.ca.us


Building a College List
1. “Safety” Schools

○ Acceptance rate 60% or higher
○ Your academic profile is higher than 

their average
○ Most likely will get into these schools

2. “Target” Schools
○ Acceptance rate 30-60%
○ Your academic profile matches that of 

their average student
○ Optimistic that you will be accepted

3. “Reach” Schools
○ Low acceptance rate, less than 30%
○ Your profile may be lower than that of 

the average student
○ A stretch for majority of the students

You will want to apply to at least 4-6 
total schools, with a combination of 
“safe”, “target” and “reach” schools



College & Career Search Tools
●     Big Future:

○
● Niche: 

○
● CaliforniaColleges.edu 

○

●  CA Career Zone:
○

● My Next Move:
○

●   Roadtrip Nation:
○

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/best-colleges/
https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/search
http://eduhsd.cacareerzone.org/
https://www.mynextmove.org/
https://roadtripnation.com/explore


Thank you!

Don’t forget to complete the Senior Interest Survey so that we can best 
serve you moving forward.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me 
(Ms. Dewater) in the CCC, or your counselor.

Go Diamondbacks, Class of 2021!

https://forms.gle/xfu7BhLKY6fxdqFG8

